
Darcel Harris, Executive Director 

Darcel Harris was hired in October 2010 as the new Executive Director of the California Black 
Health Network. Formerly the Associate Director for Emergency Management and Planning at 
the California Primary Care Association, Darcel brings over 30 years of healthcare, policy, 
legislative, and leadership experience to CBHN.  

Darcel began her healthcare career with Hospital Affiliates International in Nashville, TN. Here 
she served as the company’s lobbyist at both the state and federal levels. For her work on behalf 
of the healthcare industry, the former Governor of the State of Tennessee, Winfield Dunn, 
awarded Darcel a special commendation. When HAI was merged with Hospital Corporation of 
America, a Fortune 500 company, Ms. Harris was hired to run the marketing and public relations 
departments for HCA’s 150 managed hospitals. At HCA, Darcel also trained hospital 
administrators and executives in the special art of legislative advocacy. For her ability to 
effectively educate and train hospital PR directors, hospital administrators, and staff Darcel Harris 
received the Award of Merit from the International Association of Business Communicators. 
After leaving HCA, she continued to consult for them and for Adventist Health Systems. 

Ms. Harris has also worked in an managerial capacity for the San Diego Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, the Ken Blanchard Companies and the California Special Districts Association. She 
established and successfully managed her own company, Harris Meeting Management 
Associates for over seven years. In 2005, Darcel made a calculated decision to return to both the 
non-profit and healthcare environments. Drawing from her policy and legislative background 
and her administrative leadership experience, Darcel works with the CBHN Board of Directors to 
focus the organization’s efforts on policy, advocacy, and regulatory issues that particularly 
impact California’s African American safety-net population.  

Ms. Harris is a native of Inglewood, CA and has a Bachelors Degree in Business Management 
with an emphasis in organizational development.  

 


