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The Education Trust–West is a nonprofit 

educational equity organization focused 

on closing achievement and opportunity 

gaps through research, data, policy 
analysis, and advocacy.
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Violence is Black 

children going to 

school for 

12 years

and receiving 

6 years' worth of 

education.

- Julian Bond
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Report Released October 2015
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Black students in CA are the  

most likely to…

Source: The Education Trust – West, Black Minds Matter, 2015 

Be suspended or expelled

Be identified for special education

Be required to pay for and re-take remedial, 

high school level courses as college students
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Black students in CA are the  

least likely to…

Source: The Education Trust – West, Black Minds Matter, 2015 

Be placed in gifted and talented programs

Be given access to a full sequence of 

college prep courses

Graduate from high school in 4 years and 

college within 6 years
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How are California’s Black students 

doing in K-12 & in College?
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K-12 graduation 

rates and 

student 

achievement in 

English and 

math are 

increasing for all 

student groups 

in California
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Graduation 

rates for Black 

students at 

CSUs and UCs 

have been 

increasing
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This is good news

but…
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Since 1980 California has built…

22 Prisons

4 Public 

Universities
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Source: California Department of Education, 2017 (accessed Sept. 2017). Numbers may sum differently due to rounding.

Only 1 out of every 5 

Black students is 

meeting state 

standards in math

Only 14% of 11th

grade Black students 

were considered 

“college-ready” in 

Math

Only a third of Black 

students are meeting 

state standards in 

English Language 

Arts

Less than half of 11th grade 

Black students were 

considered “college-ready” 

in English Language Arts

We have far to go
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When schools, districts, 

institutions, and programs make 

choices to embrace equity, results 

look different…
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Schools Turning the Curve…

School Demographics

3,360 students 13% Black           44% Latino           41% low income

In just 6 years, from 2010-11 to 2015-16 the percentage of 

African American students graduating at Rancho 

Cucamonga High School increased more than 10 points 

and the number of students graduating with all their A-G 

approved courses climbed 50 percentage points. And in 

2017, more than two-thirds of Black students at Rancho 

Cucamonga met or exceeded standards on the state’s 

annual Smarter Balanced assessment

Source: California Department of Education, 2017 (accessed Sept. 2017)
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The Greene Scholars science 

enrichment program supports Black K-

12 youth to enter science, technology, 

engineering and math fields. 

90 percent of students completing 

Greene Scholars have graduated from 

college in four years.

SOURCE: Debra Watkins, Founder of Greene Scholars Program, 2015. 

Programs Turning the Curve…
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California

A-G Completion Rates

Latino Students: 37%

Black Students: 34%

Low-Income Students: 37%

San Diego Unified

A-G Completion Rates

Latino Students: 51%

Black Students: 52% 

Low-Income Students: 52%

San Diego Unified

Leverages data & 

counselors to 

improve outcomes 
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POSITIVE HIGHER ED EXAMPLE 
SLIDES

Recent report shows University of California 

Santa Barbara is closing gaps, making big 

gains for Black students

72% 
of 

Black students

graduate

Increase of 9.3% 

in 10 years
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Impact of Black Minds Matter
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Student Day of Advocacy in Sacramento 

November 2015

Black Minds Matter Across The State

California Legislative Black Caucus 

Briefings
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Teachers and students use “classroom sets” for discussion & student projects

Continuing Impact

District leaders and professional organizations use the report 

for discussion and action planning

Community-based organizations use the report to guide town halls, parent 

and educator conferences

San Diego State University’s College of Education introduced a Black 

Minds Matter course, with a public online course available
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What’s Next

Updated Black Minds Matter data to 

be released

In the 2016-2017 state budget, $2.5 

million allocated to establish an 

Equity Performance and 

Improvement Program to work with 

local educational agencies to improve 

educational equity
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What’s Needed

Strengthen our education data 

systems

Be clear about expectations & 

resources provided to struggling 

schools

Ensure transparency & accessibility 

is prioritized when implementing 

local control education efforts
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If you stick a knife in my back 

nine inches and pull it out six 

inches, there's no progress. 

If you pull it all the way out 

that's not progress. Progress 

is healing the wound that the 

blow made. 

And they haven't even pulled 

the knife out much less heal 

the wound. They won't even 

admit the knife is there.

- Malcolm X
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Questions?

bit.ly/ETWBMM


